Halving the number of leg amputations: the influence of infrapopliteal bypass.
A retrospective review of amputations in patients with vascular disease during 10 years in Bispebjerg Hospital was undertaken. There were 1383 amputations leading to 1167 final level amputations. In previously independent patients there were 482 below knee amputations (BKA), 476 above knee amputations (AKA) and 43 had disarticulations in the ankle, knee or hip. During the period studied the number of final level amputations in independent patients were halved from 122 in 1981 to 58 in 1990. A similar reduction was also found in the total number of amputations: from 171 to 90, and in the number of reamputations: from 35 to 21. However, amputations in patients from long stay institutions remained at a constant level by on average 17 per year. The decrease in amputation rate took place synchronously with an increasing use of bypass to crural and pedal arteries as well as an overall increase in vascular reconstructions and angioplasties of more than 100%. However, the BKA/AKA ratio decreased from 1.12 to 0.67 (p < 0.005).